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x-archive-meta-abstract: In 1969, a seminal section on reduced forms and conventional cells was published in the International Tables for X-Ray Crystallography. The section contains a table that gives a metric classification of the 44 reduced forms. In 2001, this table with appropriate revisions was republished in the Journal of Research of the National Institute of Standards and Technology. An especially valuable feature of the table is that it defines and allows the user to determine a standard conventional cell. Since 1969, there has been an evolution toward acceptance and widespread use of such conventional cells. An inspection of the articles in key crystallographic journals reveals that most cells follow the conventions. However, one major exception remains-the centered monoclinic lattices. In approximately one-third of these cases, non-conventional C-centered cells are used, apparently to avoid the use of I-centered cells. It is recommended that the crystallographic community routinely use the I-centered conventional cell in such cases.
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